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When Samson has pulled down the pillars of the
temple and overwhelmed the Philistines, his friends
mourn him amid the tumult: but his father, Manoa,
rebukes them:

Come, come ; no time for lamentation now,

Nor much more cause ; Samson hath quit himself

Like Samson, and heroically hath finished

A life heroic, on his enemies

Fully revenged....

And the final chorus is quiet and resigned, reflecting
in its last words the stillness and serenity of Milton's
mind when his task was over.

All is best, though we oft doubt

What the unsearchable dispose1

Of highest Wisdom brings about,

And ever best found in the close.

Oft he seems to hide his face,

But unexpectedly returns.

And to his faithful champion hath in place

Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gaza1 mourns

And all that band them to resist

His uncontrollable intent;

His servants he, with new acquist

Of true experience from this great event,

With peace and consolation hath dismist^

And calm of mind, all passion spent.

1 Disposition, plan.    a The place where Samson was imprisoned.